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The Story of Abraham



Visiting Grace?
It’s great to have you here today, and we’d love to connect with 
you! Visit graceinracine.com or scan this QR code to let us 
know you visited, ask questions, submit prayer requests, or 
indicate an area of Grace Church that is of interest to you. 
If you have something that is weighing you down today, please 
come down front after service and we will pray with you. You can also 
share your request on the connection card and our prayer team will lift 
you up to the Lord.

PRAISE
Welcome Matt Hagemann, Elder
Call To Worship Ephesians 1:11-14
"Let Everything (Praise The Lord)" 
"How Deep the Father's Love For Us"  
 

RENEWAL
Safe Families Sunday Amy Wolfe & Dr. Paul Durbin, Elder
Prayer of Renewal 
"I Want To Know You"  
 

PROCLAMATION 
Reading of the Word: Genesis 24:1-67 Karen Sytsma
Prayer of Illumination Patrick Tetzlaff, Elder
Preaching of the Word Patrick Tetzlaff, Elder

RESPONSE 
"In Christ Alone" 
Benediction Matt Hagemann, Elder

Welcome to Grace Church!

TODAY'S WORSHIP SERVICE

CARE MINISTRY
Prayer for Healing & Recovery
Please pray for healing and recovery for those hospitalized or recently 
discharged: Dorene Esch, Chris Simanek, Anna Macareno

Our heartfelt love, sympathy, and prayers to Wendy Marten, Julie Turner, 
and Lori Marten on the passing of their mother, Shirley Marten.

ATTENDANCE
GIVING&SUNDAY, April 17

Sanctuary Attendance: 861  
Livestream Attendance: 96

Giving: $18,253

2022 giving
Year to Date: $438,930
+/- Budget: -$38,111

PRayer GAthering
TONIGHT, 5:00pm
Prayer is essential if we want to thrive as individuals and as a church. Join 
us tonight and spend time in prayer for Safe Families for Children.

Safe Families For Children
Safe Families for Children (SFFC) hosts vulnerable children 
and creates extended family–like support to under-resourced 
and under-served families. We support families in crisis with caring, 
compassionate community through the local church. 
Learn more at graceinracine.com/safefamilies. 

Board Game Day!
Saturday, May 7, 12pm - 6pm // Meeting in the Loft
Open House Style Board Game Day.  Open to all levels of board gamers!  
Come and go as you please!  Bring your own games or play the ones that 
are provided!  Bring your friends!

HOPE FOR THE JOURNEY CONFERENCE
May 20: 6-9pm & May 21: 8:30am - 4:30pm
Hope for the Journey Conference is designed to equip caregivers 
of children impacted by difficult life circumstances with tools to support 
and encourage healing using the principles of Trust-Based Relational 
Interventions (TBRI) as developed by the Karyn Purvis Institute of Child 
Development. Learn more: https://graceinracine.com/hopeconference/

GRACE HAPPENINGS

https://www.esv.org/Ephesians+1/
https://open.spotify.com/track/1vxsXf4CrIYfdJAXgSirSb?si=c8219178fe654b1d
https://open.spotify.com/track/5LzWiCHpUk2e9zS4xQN7H4?si=dff030ce14ce4696
https://safe-families.org/safefamiliessunday/
https://open.spotify.com/track/58twDGozwuf4I7faQdL7Jw?si=703c4eeb60d2456f
https://www.esv.org/Genesis+24/
https://open.spotify.com/track/2hQxLiI93xdjqENJuKeXjO?si=049fdc27012e401a
https://graceinracine.com/safefamilies/
https://graceinracine.com/hopeconference/


Sermon Review Discussion Questions
These questions are for after the sermon and can be used for Life Group 

discussion, one-to-one discipleship, or personal reflection and application.

In the passage this week, we see God remain faithful as the promise begins to be 
passed from Abraham and Sarah to the next generation in Isaac and Rebekah. 
We last left Abraham purchasing a field and a cave to bury his beloved Sarah but 
also gaining his first bit of real estate in the land God had promised Him. Now, 
with Sarah gone and Abraham continuing to age, Abraham sends his servant to 
find a wife for Isaac. At the end of Genesis 22, God made known to Abraham 
the status of his family still living in the east. This family update included a 
man named Bethuel and his daughter Rebekah. It is through this branch of the 
family that we see a three-fold love story unfold:  a love story between Isaac and 
Rebekah, a steadfast love story between God and Abraham’s offspring, and the 
ultimate love story of a Heavenly Father and the Bride that He has chosen for 
His one and only promised Son.

Discussion Questions

1. What were the qualities you looked for/are looking for in a potential 
spouse and what are qualities you hope for in the spouses of your children?  
Abraham is insistent that Isaac‘s wife not be from the land of Canaan and 
that Isaac not accompany his servant to Mesopotamia. What could have 
been the potential pitfalls if Abraham hadn’t established these boundaries? 

2. In vs.12-14, Abraham’s servant asks the Lord to give him clarity over the 
woman God has chosen. Is this an appropriate prayer or something more 
akin to testing God? What does it look like to pray in accordance with 
God‘s will in our own lives? Do we boldly pray like this?

3. Abraham’s servant takes time to recount the story of God‘s answered prayer 
to Rebekah‘s family. Why does he do this? What makes a testimony of God‘s 
faithfulness so powerful? Would you say that you are quick to share God’s 
work in your life with others?

4. This is a love story inside a love story that points to the ultimate love story.  
Consider your own life and how God brought you into a relationship with 
Christ. Share how God was working in the details to bring you to Christ.  
How do Rebekah’s actions encourage you in your response of faith and 
obedience to your betrothed bridegroom, Jesus Christ?



Genesis 25:1-18
NEXT WEEK

WORSHIPPERS IN TRAINING QUESTIONS

Parents – ask your child these questions this week about their time 
in Worshippers in Training!  Remember – they will be receiving a 
question to ask you too!
Why did Abraham take finding a wife for Isaac so seriously?  What 
were some qualities he was looking for?  Spend some time talking with 
your child about qualities they should look for in a spouse someday 
and about how God’s steadfast love is enough for us even if we don’t 
marry.

SUNDAY April 24
Genesis 24:1-67
Patrick Tetzlaff, Elder

A THREE Story 
Love Story

SERMON 

N O T E S

https://www.esv.org/Genesis+25/
https://www.esv.org/Genesis+24/

