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The Story of Abraham



Visiting Grace?
It’s great to have you here today, and we’d love to connect with 
you! Visit graceinracine.com or scan this QR code to let us 
know you visited, ask questions, submit prayer requests, or 
indicate an area of Grace Church that is of interest to you. 
If you have something that is weighing you down today, please 
come down front after service and we will pray with you. You can also 
share your request on the connection card and our prayer team will lift 
you up to the Lord.

PRAISE
Welcome Pastor Mike Matheson
Call To Worship Colossians 1:12-14
"Only A Holy God" 
"King Of Kings"  
 

RENEWAL
Prayer of Confession Romans 5:12
Assurance of Grace Romans 5:17
"What A Beautiful Name"  
 

PROCLAMATION 
Reading of the Word  Genesis 25:1-18
Prayer of Illumination Matthew Lautz, Director of Worship Arts
Preaching of the Word Matthew Lautz

RESPONSE 
Communion Pastor Mike Matheson
"By Faith" 
Benediction Matthew Lautz

Welcome to Grace Church!

TODAY'S WORSHIP SERVICE

CARE MINISTRY
Prayer for Healing & Recovery
Please pray for healing and recovery for those hospitalized or recently 
discharged: Dorene Esch

Our heartfelt love, sympathy, and prayers to Wendy Marten, Julie Turner, 
and Lori Marten on the passing of their mother, Shirley Marten.

The funeral service for Shirley Marten will be held at on Saturday, May 7 
at Grace Church. Visitation will be held from 9:30am to 11am. The service 
begins at 11am with a reception to follow until 1:30 pm.

ATTENDANCE
GIVING&SUNDAY, April 24

Sanctuary Attendance: 401  
Livestream Attendance: 105

Giving: $79,572

2022 giving
Year to Date: $518,503

+/- Budget: $5,609

Celebrate Recovery (CR) Meets Tuesdays at 6:30pm in the Loft. 
CR is a safe place to find support if you are struggling with a 
difficult season of life. CR is not just for addicts; it is for all of 
us who need to go deeper in Christ when life gets hard. Don’t 
struggle alone - please join us for hope and encouragement 
every Tuesday evening.
Contact Gabe Stalker at celebraterecovery@graceinracine.com

WORSHIPPERS IN TRAINING QUESTIONS
Parents – here are two questions to ask your child this week about their time in 
Worshippers in Training!  Remember – they will be receiving a question to ask 
you too!
1. What is faith?
2. What is a time in Abraham’s life where he demonstrated faith in God? 

https://www.esv.org/Colossians+1/
https://open.spotify.com/track/6VtdWaBrPqG0NuxdjogzrM?si=06134ebd5dbb4b7c
https://open.spotify.com/track/6mn3jAQ2vWMEQWmVP2jBNa?si=1c05d7fd66954411
https://www.esv.org/Romans+5/
https://www.esv.org/Romans+5/
https://open.spotify.com/track/3uXedSpVJIcCBgcMUca2au?si=9fd7a5de31724634
https://www.esv.org/Genesis+25/
https://open.spotify.com/track/3rYWHA6qsDCT6QPeQnrYcz?si=1af31149fe7844d4
mailto:celebraterecovery@graceinracine.com


Sermon Review Discussion Questions
These questions are for after the sermon and can be used for Life Group 

discussion, one-to-one discipleship, or personal reflection and application. SUNDAY May 1
Genesis 25:1-18
Matthew Lautz 
Director of Worship Arts

The Promise 
After Life

SERMON 

N O T E S

NEXT WEEK
1 Thess 1:1-10

This week we come to the end of the story of Abraham. At 175 years old, 
it tells us that “Abraham breathed his last and died in a good old age, an 
old man, full of years, and was gathered to his people.” By any measure, 
Abraham had lived an incredible life. God chose him to make an eternal 
covenant promise, that he would be the father of a multitude of nations, 
and that his offspring would possess the land of Canaan forever. And 
yet here at the end, Abraham dies simply and peacefully. His sons Isaac 
and Ishmael bury him with his wife Sarah, and then the story moves on. 
Abraham lived a life of faith before God, but what did that get him in 
the end? The surprising thing about this last chapter of Abraham’s story 
is that it ultimately points us toward a future hope in the promise of a 
life everlasting. Simply put, there’s more to Abraham’s story than life and 
death. And there’s more to ours as well. 

Discussion Questions

1. How do you think about your own mortality? Is it something you’ve 
thought much about or not at all?

2. We are told at the beginning of chapter 25 that Abraham had another 
wife and that he fathered six other sons. But before he died, he sent 
them away from Isaac toward the east country. Why?

3. What do you make of the phrase, “was gathered to his people” from 
verses 8 & 17? What can we infer from that about Abraham and 
Ishmael’s life after death?

4. Read Hebrews 11:13-16. What do we learn about Abraham’s mindset 
as he approached his own death? What was he ultimately looking 
forward to?

5. Isaiah 60:1-7 tells us of a day when God will gather back to him all 
the nations, including the outcast sons of Abraham, to worship the 
Lord as one people. Why is this good news for us? How has Jesus 
made this possible?

https://www.esv.org/Genesis+25/
https://www.esv.org/1+Thessalonians+1/


Board Game Day!
Saturday, May 7, 12pm - 6pm 
Meeting in the Loft
Open House Style Board Game 
Day.  Open to all levels of board 
gamers!  Come and go as you 
please!  Bring your own games or 
play the ones that are provided!  
Bring your friends!

Stop by the Bookstall
Our next sermon series, "Faithful & 
Flourishing" a study in 
1 Thessalonians, begins on May 8th
Stop by the BookStall today to pick 
up a Scripture Journal for $2.00!
These scripture journals are great 
for note-taking and journaling. 
Check out other great resources we 
have available to equip you
"To Know Christ and Make Christ 
Known!"

The Weekly
Get our weekly 
happenings in your email! 
The Weekly is a list of all 
the things happening at 
Grace for that upcoming week. The 
Weekly will arrive in your email 
box on Thursdays.
To be added to the email list, 
simply scan the QR code or head 
over to our website where you’ll 
find a button to provide us with 
your email address.

MEn's Golf League
The Grace golf league has up to 
3 openings available. Monday 
nights at Johnson Park Golf Course 
starting May 16 thru Aug 29th. You 
must be able to be there by 4:45 
pm each Monday. Contact Mike 
Gerber for info. 414-687-3635 or 
email at gerber@sidgrinker.com.

HOPE FOR THE JOURNEY 
CONFERENCE
May 20: 6-9pm & 
May 21: 8:30am - 4:30pm
Hope for the Journey 
Conference is designed 
to equip caregivers of 
children impacted by difficult 
life circumstances with tools to 
support and encourage healing 
using the principles of Trust-Based 
Relational Interventions (TBRI) 
as developed by the Karyn Purvis 
Institute of Child Development. 
Learn more: https://graceinracine.
com/hopeconference/

GRACE HAPPENINGS

You have been invited to celebrate the King of Kings at our 2022 VBS!  
For five days, we will explore the lives of various biblical kings as we 
compare them to the King of Kings and see how it is only King Jesus who 
is truly worthy of all our love, worship, and allegiance!  If you are a child 
who has just completed Kdg-5th grade, please plan to join us for a week 
of royal festival games, feasts (okay it’s just snacks), crafts, music, and 
more!
Register at graceinracine.com/vbs, scan the QR code or stop by 
the VBS table in the commons!

Craft Helpers, Games Volunteers, Tattoo Artists (yes, tattoo artists!), 
Greeters, Photographers, Snack preparers, and more!

Let us know where we can plug you in: Scan the QR code, visit 
graceinracine.com/vbs or stop by the VBS table in the commons!

Hear Ye!  Hear Ye! 

Volunteer with VBS!

https://graceinracine.us1.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=3fe2eca8e8c91107eef10afb8&id=b6c0c64354
mailto:gerber@sidgrinker.com
https://graceinracine.com/hopeconference/
https://graceinracine.com/hopeconference/
https://graceinracine.com/vbs/
https://graceinracine.com/vbs/

