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Visiting Grace?
It’s great to have you here today, and we’d love to connect with 
you! Visit graceinracine.com or scan this QR code to let us 
know you visited, ask questions, submit prayer requests, or 
indicate an area of Grace Church that is of interest to you. 
If you have something that is weighing you down today, please 
come down front after service and we will pray with you. You can also 
share your request on the connection card and our prayer team will lift 
your need up to the Lord.

PRAISE
Welcome Matthew Lautz, Director of Worship Arts
Call To Worship 1 Chronicles 16:28-31
"Center My Life" 
"Cornerstone" 
 

RENEWAL
Prayer of Renewal Pastor Mike Matheson
"Soon"  
 

PROCLAMATION 
Reading of the Word  1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:13 Clint Klepp
Prayer of Illumination Pastor Mike Matheson
Preaching of the Word Pastor Mike Matheson

RESPONSE 
"He Will Hold Me Fast" 
Benediction Matthew Lautz

Welcome to Grace Church!

TODAY'S WORSHIP SERVICE

CARE MINISTRY

ATTENDANCE
GIVING&LAST WEEK

Sanctuary Attendance: 440  
Livestream Attendance: 69

Giving: $52,746

2022 giving
Year to Date: $645,540

+/- Budget: $21,590

On the passing of Dorene Esch, we extend our sympathies to her 
husband, Jerry Esch.
The funeral service for Dorene Esch will be held on Thursday, June 2 
at Grace Church. Visitation will be held from 4:30pm - 6:30pm. 
The service begins at 6:30pm. 

Our heartfelt love, sympathy, and prayers to Wendy & Toby Mueller 
and family on the passing of Wendy's mother, Carol Pedersen.

Prayer REquests
We want to uphold you in prayer during times of need:
• Fill out a connect card online or from the seatback in front of you.
• Come down front after service Sunday morning and we will pray 

with you.
• Email prayer@graceinracine.com.

GRACE KIDS 
Nursery & Preschool
Childcare is available during the entirety of the worship service for children aged 
birth – Kindergarten.  Children ages 2 - Kindergarten will also have an age-
appropriate Bible lesson each week. 

Worshipers in Training (WIT)
Children in 1st-4th grades are welcome to participate in “Worshipers in 
Training” which meets during the second half of our worship service (children 
are dismissed after the singing portion of worship).  WIT follows along with the 
same passage of Scripture that is being taught by the pastor in the sanctuary but 
at a more age-appropriate level.

NO Worshipers in Training TODAY
The 1st-4th grade Worshipers in Training class will not meet today due to the 
holiday weekend.  Students are encouraged to attend the full service with their 
family!

https://graceinracine.churchcenter.com/people/forms/342346
https://www.esv.org/1+Chronicles+16/
https://open.spotify.com/track/6HndkGQ5RymiptDMVqwBII?si=eeeff7bbe8d2442e
https://open.spotify.com/track/2FTOHMSicuYvDBQGebowNq?si=b59a595fc0e340a8
https://open.spotify.com/track/4loEUyk8yUk31jkosM64oz?si=e876c2d9618e4382
https://www.esv.org/1+Thessalonians+2/
https://open.spotify.com/track/2iPIKdiYSpxaS2MDgHwDQd?si=02f735745c2b4e04
mailto:prayer@graceinracine.com


Sermon Review Discussion Questions
These questions are for after the sermon and can be used for Life Group 

discussion, one-to-one discipleship, or personal reflection and application. SUNDAY May 29
1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:13
Pastor Mike Matheson

A Picture of the 
Christian Life

SERMON 

N O T E S

NEXT WEEK
1 Thessalonians 4:1-12

In our passage this week, we find that Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy have 
been torn away from the Thessalonians, a church they love deeply. And 
although they tried, again and again, to return to them, their plans were 
thwarted. As the passage proceeds, we can see Paul’s deep love for the 
Thessalonians as he sends Timothy to exhort them in their faith and 
as he expresses his most profound wish for them: That they would love 
each other and all people as Paul had loved them. And that their faith, 
which grows in the context of love, would culminate in their hearts being 
blameless in holiness before the Father at the coming of Jesus. As you 
read and reflect this week, consider the relationship between Paul and 
the Thessalonian church. This passage offers us a window into their life—
their faith, love, and steadfast hope. Isn’t this the kind of life we all long 
for?
Discussion Questions
1. Has there been a time in your life when you were separated from a 

loved one, and you couldn’t wait to see them again?  Reflect on that 
experience. What was the reunion like? Are you still waiting for the 
reunion?

2. Recalling the family imagery he uses in 2:7-12, consider the emphatic 
and emotive language Paul uses in this passage. In 2:17, he says that 
they were “torn away” from the Thessalonians. This word carries 
the connotations of leaving one orphaned. How might this context 
inform your understanding of the passage? Of Paul’s relationship with 
the Thessalonians?

3. At the beginning and end of this passage (2:19, 3:13), Paul mentions 
the coming of our Lord Jesus. What is it that he wants to happen 
when Jesus comes? Considering how Paul pursues the establishment 
of the Thessalonians in their faith, how are we to prepare for Jesus’ 
coming?

4. In 3:2, Paul sends Timothy to “establish” the Thessalonians in their 
faith. But in 3:13, he wishes that God would “establish” their hearts 
blameless in holiness. What is the relationship between faith and 
holiness? Considering 3:12-13, what is the relationship between love 
and holiness?

5. In this passage, Paul argues that increased love leads to holiness. Is 
this surprising to you? Why? What are some practical ways that we 
can increase and abound in love for believers and for all?

https://www.esv.org/1+Thessalonians+2/
https://www.esv.org/1+Thessalonians+4/


Grace Bookstall New items 
available!
Several new titles have arrived 
at the Grace Church Bookstall 
including many great gift ideas for 
graduates. 

The Weekly
Get our weekly happenings in 
your email! The Weekly 
is a list of all the things 
happening at Grace for 
that upcoming week. Scan 
the QR code or head over to our 
website where you’ll find a button 
to provide us with your email 
address.

SERVE ONE ANOTHER
Join our Usher team! Welcome our 
people into the sanctuary with a 
warm smile and a worship guide. 
Ushers also help attenders more 
easily engage with the worship 
service by answering questions and 
providing assistance when needed.
Serving provides us the 
opportunity to show 
Christ’s love to one 
another. Scan the QR 
code or visit our website to learn 
more about the various ways you 
can serve throughout the different 
ministries of our church.

GRACE HAPPENINGS

Children who are currently in Kindergarten - 5th are grade invited to 
celebrate the King of Kings at our 2022 VBS! For five days, we will explore 
the lives of various biblical kings as we compare them to the King of 
Kings and see how it is only King Jesus who is truly worthy of all our love, 
worship, and allegiance!  It's a week of royal festival games, feasts (okay 
it’s just snacks), crafts, music, and more!
Register at graceinracine.com/vbs, scan the QR code, or stop by 
the VBS table in the commons!

We currently have needs for Small Group Leaders

Scan the QR code, visit graceinracine.com/vbs or stop by the 
VBS table in the commons to sign-up to volunteer!

Volunteer with VBS!

It takes many supplies to make VBS happen! Stop by the table in the 
commons to pick up your assignment of items to donate to VBS!
Most donations are due by June 12th. 
- or -
Head over to our Amazon wish list for a list of items needed for 
Vacation Bible School.

Donate to VBS!

Sunday, August 14 // 11:00 am
Picnic & Fall Preview - this is for everyone!

Fellowship over a picnic lunch followed by exciting previews of 
what's happening at Grace this fall and how you can be part of it!

Stay tuned for more details!

http://eepurl.com/hvN-q1
https://graceinracine.com/serve/
https://graceinracine.com/vbs/
https://graceinracine.com/vbs/
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2BA27EEO2BZ5M?ref_=wl_share



