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A STUDY IN 1 THESSALONIANS
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To Know Christ
and to

Make Christ Known



Visiting Grace?
It’s great to have you here today, and we’d love to connect with 
you! Visit graceinracine.com or scan this QR code to let us 
know you visited, ask questions, submit prayer requests, or 
indicate an area of Grace Church that is of interest to you. 
If you have something that is weighing you down today, please 
come down front after service and we will pray with you. You can also 
share your request on the connection card and our prayer team will lift 
your need up to the Lord.

PRAISE
Welcome Mary Andrews
Call To Worship Psalm 90:14
"God So Loved" 
"Banner" 
 

RENEWAL
Child Dedications Pastor Mike Matheson
"This I Believe"  
 

PROCLAMATION 
Reading of the Word  1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Prayer of Illumination Pastor Mike Matheson
Preaching of the Word Pastor Mike Matheson

RESPONSE 
"Christ Our Hope In Life and Death" 
Benediction Matthew Lautz

Welcome to Grace Church!

TODAY'S WORSHIP SERVICE

CARE MINISTRY

ATTENDANCE
GIVING&SUNDAY, May 1

Sanctuary Attendance: 505  
Livestream Attendance: 85

Giving: $22,319

2022 giving
Year to Date: $540,822

+/- Budget: $164

Celebrate Recovery (CR) Meets Tuesdays at 6:30pm in the Loft. 
CR is a safe place to find support if you are struggling with a 
difficult season of life. CR is not just for addicts; it is for all of 
us who need to go deeper in Christ when life gets hard. Don’t 
struggle alone - please join us for hope and encouragement 
every Tuesday evening.
Contact Gabe Stalker at celebraterecovery@graceinracine.com

WORSHIPPERS IN TRAINING QUESTIONS
Parents – here are two questions to ask your child this week about their time in 
Worshippers in Training!  Remember – they will be receiving a question to ask 
you too!
1. Where do Thessalonians live?
2. Who are the people that you want to be like?  What about these people 

makes you want to imitate them?  Do the people you look up to also 
imitate Christ?

Due to the size of our church, we’re not always aware of every need.  
Please help us by sending life updates to care@graceinracine.com.

If you have something that is weighing you down today, please 
come down front after service and we will pray with you. You can 
also share your request on the connection card and our prayer team 
will lift you up to the Lord.

https://graceinracine.churchcenter.com/people/forms/342346
https://www.esv.org/Matthew+1/
https://open.spotify.com/track/2kcKzbmiyS7kpwSka7nSmt?si=d746ec30f91a4306
https://open.spotify.com/track/76iY6p3UBxE4oNjbqO7kKt?si=8aa90be927294263
https://open.spotify.com/track/2MGK460DG36cEI2tEacJi9?si=524c3150f88348da
https://www.esv.org/1+Thessalonians+1/
https://open.spotify.com/track/2A8CedURGD092Wp2FfTnAC?si=309f3726b6d242db
mailto:celebraterecovery@graceinracine.com


Sermon Review Discussion Questions
These questions are for after the sermon and can be used for Life Group 

discussion, one-to-one discipleship, or personal reflection and application. SUNDAY May 1
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Pastor Mike Matheson

A Beautiful 
Beginning

SERMON 

N O T E S

NEXT WEEK
1 Thessalonians 2:1-12

This week we begin our series in 1 Thessalonians. The church in 
Thessalonica was one of the first churches to be formed in Europe during 
Paul’s second missionary journey. You can read about it in Acts 16 and 
17. Paul and his fellow missionaries only spent a few weeks with these 
people, but the powerful effect of the gospel of Jesus was evident. As we 
read of the report that Paul has received about the flourishing faith of the 
Thessalonians, we see the evidence of the Holy Spirit upon their lives. 
There is no doubt that God is powerfully at work among them. In our 
studyn this week, let’s consider the evidence of God’s power in our own 
lives and ask the Lord to do the work to make His church here in Racine 
an example of faithful flourishing.

Discussion Questions

1. What do you give thanks to God for constantly? What gives you the 
kind of joy that Paul expresses about the church?

2. Paul says in verse 5 that the gospel of Jesus came to the Thessalonians 
“not only in word but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with 
full conviction.” What does this mean? How could the gospel come in 
word only, without power?

3. In what way did the Thessalonians become imitators of Paul, Silvanus, 
and Timothy? How did the Thessalonians respond to affliction and 
persecution? Read Acts 17:1-9 for context.

4. What was the effect of the power of the gospel transforming the lives 
of the Thessalonians on those around them? How were they witnesses 
to the world of the truth of the gospel?

5. Does the church in Thessalonica sound appealing to you? Why or 
why not? What do you think it would take to experience the power of 
the gospel of Christ in that way in your own life and in the life of our 
church?  

https://www.esv.org/1+Thessalonians+1/


1 Thessalonians Journals
Our new sermon series, "Faithful & 
Flourishing" a study in 
1 Thessalonians, begins today!
Stop by the BookStall today to pick 
up a scripture journal for $2.00!
These scripture journals are great 
for note-taking and journaling. 
Check out other great resources we 
have available to equip you in our 
vision "To Know Christ and Make 
Christ Known!"

AWANA Ice Cream Party
This Wednesday: May 11th, 
6:30pm
Parents, please plan to attend 
AWANA on May 11 with your 
clubber for our end-of-the-year 
party. The Rolling Cones Ice Cream 
truck will be here and everyone 
(family too) gets a free frozen treat! 
The party is from 6:30-8:00 pm on 
the west lawn of the church and 
is open house style (come and go 
as you please). We recommend 
bringing your own lawn chairs.
Clubbers must be accompanied by 
an adult. Please do not just drop 
them off.

HOPE FOR THE JOURNEY 
CONFERENCE
May 20: 6-9pm & 
May 21: 8:30am - 4:30pm
Hope for the Journey 
Conference is designed 
to equip caregivers of 
children impacted by difficult 
life circumstances with tools to 
support and encourage healing 
using the principles of Trust-Based 
Relational Interventions (TBRI) 
as developed by the Karyn Purvis 
Institute of Child Development. 
Learn more: graceinracine.com/
hopeconference/

The Weekly
Get our weekly 
happenings in your email! 
The Weekly is a list of all 
the things happening at Grace for 
that upcoming week. The Weekly 
will arrive in your email box on 
Thursdays.
To be added to the email list, 
simply scan the QR code or head 
over to our website where you’ll 
find a button to provide us with 
your email address.

GRACE HAPPENINGS

You have been invited to celebrate the King of Kings at our 2022 VBS!  
For five days, we will explore the lives of various biblical kings as we 
compare them to the King of Kings and see how it is only King Jesus who 
is truly worthy of all our love, worship, and allegiance!  If you are a child 
who has just completed Kdg-5th grade, please plan to join us for a week 
of royal festival games, feasts (okay it’s just snacks), crafts, music, and 
more!
Register at graceinracine.com/vbs, scan the QR code, or stop by 
the VBS table in the commons!

Craft Helpers, Games Volunteers, Tattoo Artists (yes, tattoo artists!), 
Greeters, Photographers, Snack preparers, and more!

Let us know where we can plug you in: Scan the QR code, visit 
graceinracine.com/vbs or stop by the VBS table in the commons!

Hear Ye!  Hear Ye! 

Volunteer with VBS!

Head over to our Amazon wish list for a list of items needed for 
Vacation Bible School.
And if you prefer to shop in a store, stay tuned for a list of items 
you can shop for.

Donate to VBS!

https://graceinracine.com/hopeconference/
https://graceinracine.com/hopeconference/
http://eepurl.com/hvN-q1
https://graceinracine.com/vbs/
https://form.jotform.com/212207224857958
https://graceinracine.churchcenter.com/people/forms/380823
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2BA27EEO2BZ5M?ref_=wl_share

